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“STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT” REPORT 

401. Hon PAUL LLEWELLYN to the minister representing the Minister for the Environment: 
I refer to the “State of the Environment” report released this morning.  Given that greenhouse gas emissions rose 
12 per cent between 1992 and 2002; surface water is being overused by 25 per cent; 10 000 hectares of land was 
cleared in 2004-05; more than 50 per cent of water discharging from the south west is salt-affected; and that 
salinity and soil degradation has affected 1.08 million hectares and is increasing at the rate of 19 football ovals 
every day, I ask the following questions -   
(1) What does the government propose to do to engage the community and business in programs to meet 

this challenge? 

(2) When will the government set specific measurable targets and tough new measures to achieve them? 

The PRESIDENT:  Before I call on the Minister for Local Government and Regional Development, I should 
point out to Hon Paul Llewellyn that there was a little too much in that preamble.  I ask him to bear that in mind 
in future. 

Hon JON FORD replied: 
On behalf of the minister representing the Minister for the Environment, I thank the member for some notice of 
this question.  The Minister for the Environment has provided the following response. 

(1) The state of the environment reporting process is a key plank of this government’s strategy to engage 
the community, including business, on finding workable solutions to environmental issues.  The 
Environmental Protection Authority has released a draft “State of the Environment” report for public 
consultation, which will conclude at the end of September 2006.  The government, together with the 
EPA, encourages the community to read and respond to the report so that we can collectively manage 
the environment. 

(2) The government has adopted indicative targets on a number of environmental and sustainability issues, 
including waste reduction, per capita water use, increasing waste water reuse, resource efficiency, air 
quality and renewable energy.  The government will address what additional actions it should undertake 
once the Environmental Protection Authority has finalised its report. 

 


